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in the same spirit, and made everyone who heard it
laugh.

However, the party of the Prince de Conti made no
way, and at length he was fain to make his way back
to France with all speed. The King received him very
graciously, although at heart exceeding sorry to see
him again. A short time after, the Elector of Saxony
mounted the throne of Poland without opposition, and
was publicly recognised by the King, towards the com-
mencement of August.

By the above-mentioned peace of Ryswick, the King
acknowledged the Prince of Orange as King of Eng-
land. It was, however, a bitter draught for him to
swallow, and for these reasons: Some years before,
the King had offered his illegitimate daughter, the
Princesse de Conti, in marriage to the Prince of Or-
ange, believing he did that Prince great honour by the
proposal. The Prince did not think in the same man-
ner, and flatly refused; saying, that the House of Or-
ange was accustomed to marry the legitimate daughters
of great kings, and not their bastards. These words
sank so deeply into the heart of the King, that he never
forgot them; and often, against even his most palpable
interest, showed how firmly the indignation he felt at
them had taken possession of his mind. Since then, the
Prince of Orange had done all in his power to efface
the effect his words had made, but every attempt was
rejected with disdain. The King's ministers in Hol-
land had orders to do all they could to thwart the
projects of the Prince of Orange, to excite people
against him, to protect openly those opposed to him,
and to be in no way niggard of money in order to se-